IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend claims 1 and 1 1 to read as follows. All of the pending claims, 
whether or not amended, are reproduced below. 

1 . (currently amended) A method of producing a playlist of music for a 
personalized music station, the method comprising the step of: 

assigning an artist block rating to at least one of a plurality of 
predefined artist blocks, each artist block comprising a grouping of at l e ast one a plurality 
of artist s related in some way ; 

using the artist block rating to produce an artist rating for each artist 

in the artist block; 

generating a first list of artists from the artist block, wherein the 
number of times each artist appears in the first list is related to the artist rating for each 
artist; 

randomly selecting artists from the first list of artists; 
producing a prioritized list of songs for each of the randomly 

selected artists; and 

selecting songs from the prioritized list of songs for inclusion in a 

master playlist. 

2. (original) A method of producing a playlist of music for a 
personalized music station according to claim 1, further comprising the step of: 

editing said master playlist to create a second playlist having less 
than a first predetermined number of songs by each of said artists and having less than a 
second predetermined number of adjacent songs by each of said artists. 



3. (original) A method of producing a playlist of music for a 
personalized music station according to claim 1, wherein the step of using the artist block 
rating to produce an artist rating for each artist in the artist blocks, comprises the steps of: 

assigning a preliminary rating to each artist categorized within each 
of the artist blocks; and 

adjusting the preliminary rating for each artist categorized within 
each of the artist blocks in response to the artist block rating for each of the artist blocks. 

4. (original) A method of producing a playlist of music for a 
personalized music station according to claim 2, wherein the step of editing said list of 
songs comprises the steps of: 

selecting a first occurrence of each artist in the master list; selecting 
a second occurrence of each artist in the master list; and 

generating a new list including the first and second occurrences of 

each artist. 

5. (original) A method of producing a playlist of music for a 
personalized music station according to claim 1, wherein the steps of randomly selecting 
artists from the list of artists; producing a prioritized list of songs for each of the randomly 
selected artists; and selecting songs from the prioritized list of songs for inclusion in a 
master playlist, are repeated following a transmission of a last song on the playlist. 

6. (original) A method of producing a playlist of music for a 
personalized music station according to claim 1 , wherein the list created in the step of 
generating a list of artists from at least one of the artist blocks includes multiple 
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occurrences of at least some of the artists, wherein the number of occurrences is 
representative of the artist rating. 

7. (original) A method of producing a play list of music for a 
personalized music station according to claim 1, wherein the step of generating the first list 
of artists comprises the steps of: 

producing a master list of the artists, the master list including 
multiple occurrences of said artists, wherein the number of occurrences is proportional to 
the artist rating; 

assigning a random number to each artist in the master list of artists; 

and 

using the random number to select artists for the first list of artists. 

8. (original) A method of producing a playlist of music for a 
personalized music station according to claim 1, wherein the step of producing a prioritized 
list of songs comprises the steps of: 

assigning a song rating to each of the songs; 

producing a master list of the songs, the master list including 
multiple occurrences of said songs, wherein the number of occurrences is proportional to 
the song rating; 

assigning a random number to each song in the master list; and 
using the random number to select songs for the prioritized list. 

9. (original) A method of producing a playlist of music for a 
personalized music station according to claim 1, further comprising the step of: 

adding additional artists to the list of artists; and 
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assigning a rating to the additional artists. 



10. (original) A method of producing a playlist of music for a 
personalized music station according to claim 1, further comprising the step of: 

adjusting the artist rating for selected ones of the artists to produce 
an adjusted artist rating; and 

using the adjust artist rating in the step of generating a list of artists. 

1 1 . (currently amended) A method of distributing songs on a 
personalized music station, the method comprising the step of: 

receiving user artist block ratings for each of a plurality of 
predefined artist blocks; 

using the artist blocks rating to produce an artist rating for each artist 
in the artist blocks, each artist block comprising a grouping of at least one a plurality of 
artist s related in some way : 

generating a first list of artists from at least one of the artist blocks, 
wherein the number of times each artist appears in the first list is related to the artist rating 
for each artist; 

randomly selecting artists from the first list of artists; 
producing a prioritized list of songs for each of the randomly 

selected artists; 

selecting songs from the prioritized list of songs for inclusion in a 

master playlist; and 

transmitting songs to the user over a communications network in 
accordance with the playlist. 



12. (original) A method of distributing songs on a personalized music 
station according to claim 1 1 , further comprising the step of: 

editing the master playlist to create a second playlist having less than 
a first predetermined number of songs by each of the artists and having less than a second 
predetermined number of adjacent songs by each of the artists. 

13. (original) A method of distributing songs on a personalized music 
station according to claim 1 1 , wherein the step of using the artist block rating to produce an 
artist rating for each artist in the artist blocks comprises the steps of: 

assigning a preliminary rating to each artist categorized within each 
of the artist blocks; and 

adjusting the preliminary rating for each artist categorized within 
each of said artist block in response to the artist block rating for each of the artist blocks. 

14. (original) A method of distributing songs on a personalized music 
station according to claim 12, wherein the step of editing said list of songs comprises the 
steps of: 

selecting a first occurrence of each artist in the master list; 
selecting a second occurrence of each artist in the master list; and 
generating a new list including the first and second occurrences of 

each artist. 

15. (original) A method of distributing songs on a personalized music 
station according to claim 1 1 , wherein the steps of randomly selecting artists from the list 
of artists; producing a prioritized list of songs for each of the randomly selected artists; and 
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selecting songs from the prioritized list of songs for inclusion in a master playlist, are 
repeated following a transmission of a last song on the playlist. 

16. (original) A method of distributing songs on a personalized music 
station according to claim 1 1 , wherein the first list created in the step of generating a list of 
artists classified within at least one of the artist blocks includes multiple occurrences of at 
least some of the artists, wherein the number of occurrences is representative of the artist 
rating. 

1 7. (original) A method of distributing songs on a personalized music 
station according to claim 1 1 , wherein the step of generating a first list of artists comprises 
the steps of: 

producing a master list of the artists, the master list including 
multiple occurrences of said artists, wherein the number of occurrences is representative of 
the artist rating; 

assigning a random number to each artist in the master list of artists; 

and 

using the random number to select songs for the list of artists. 

1 8. (original) A method of distributing songs on a personalized music 
station according to claim 1 1, wherein the step of producing a prioritized list of songs 
comprises the steps of: 

assigning a song rating to each of the songs; 

producing a master list of the songs, the master list including 
multiple occurrences of said songs, wherein the number of occurrences is representative of 
the song rating; 
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assigning a random number to each song in the master list; and 
using the random number to select songs for the prioritized list. 



19. (original) A method of distributing songs on a personalized music 
station according to claim 1 1 , further comprising the step of: 

adding additional artists to the first list of artists; and 
assigning a rating to the additional artists. 



20. (original) A method of distributing songs on a personalized music 
station according to claim 1 1 , further comprising the step of: 

adjusting the artist rating for selected ones of the artists to produce 
an adjusted artist rating; and 

using the adjust artist rating in the step of generating the first list of 

artists. 
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